THE FATHERS OF NEW ENGLAND

Connecticut and the other colonies became foi
the time being administrative districts of the larger
dominion. Their assemblies everywhere ceased to
meet, that of Rhode Island for five years. Courts,
provided by the act of December, 1687, were, how-
ever, generally held. The superior court for Con-
necticut sat four times in 1688 and the county
courts, quarter sessions and common pleas, where
appeared the newly appointed justices of the peace,
sat for Hartford County, the one ten times and
the other thirteen times during 1688 and 1689.
But the surviving records of their meetings are
few and references to their work very rare. The
ordinary business of everyday life was carried on
by the towns alone, which continued their usual
activities undisturbed. In Connecticut, before
Andros arrived, the assembly had taken the pre-
caution to issue formal patents of land to the
towns and to grant the public lands of the colony
to Hartford and Windsor to prevent their falling
Into the hands of the new Government. This
act may at the time have seemed a wise one, but
it made a great deal of trouble afterwards.

The Dominion of New England, which now
extended from the Penobscot to the borders of
New York, was organized as a centralized govern-